


SEE THOSE
MARKS ABOVE
MY NAME?

MY NAME
WRITTEN IN
HIRAGANA, ONE
OF THE THREE
JAPANESE
WRITING

KATAKANA 1S
A B8LOCK PRINTING
FORM; IT'S USED FOR
MANGA SOUND EFFECTS

AND TO SOUND OUT
FOREIEN WORDS IN THE

JAPANESE
LANGUAGE.

HI/ T'M
PROF.
W9 &
IZUMI

HIRAGANA IS
CURSIVE WRITING;
IT'S USED TO WRITE
WORDS IN JAPANESE
TEXT IN MANGA,

JUST 8E
LEARNING
HIRAGANA
TODAY.
OH WHERE

IN THE THIRD
FORM, KANUI, EACH
SYMBOL REPRESENTS
A WORD OR PART

\ OF A WORD RATHER
N HAN A SOUND.




AND I'M
Gt E=EL
NAKAMURA TADASHI,

L ¥
SHIMADA MICHIKO!

HI/ T'M
#H b

LET ME
INTRODUCE
THE PEOPLE
WHO WILL 8E
élVINe YOu
ALL THE
DETAILS:

( PLEASED TO MEET YOU!
l
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\
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i e




WIHZEL ©F MIZACANA

LET’S sUY
SOME VOWELS/
OouR FIRST
VOWEL IS & CAD
IT SOLNDS
LIKE WHAT yOU
SAY WHEN THE
pocTOoR

ALTHOUEH
YOU MAY SEE IT SPELLED
OUT USING THE ENGLISH
LETTER "A," YOU NEVER
PRONOLNCE IT
AS IN "CAKE"

AND YOU NEVER
PRONOLNCE IT
AS IN "HAT",




P THIS IS THE N
SOLND "EE"; IT'S
WHAT YOLIR TYPICAL
MANGA CHARACTER
SAYS WHEN
N\ SCARED... _

TIME TO
SPIN THE WHEEL
FOR OUR NEXT

OrR SOMETHING
LIKE THAT...

WHEN JAPANESE IS
ROMANIZED, YOU'LL SEE

LY WRITTEN AS "I",

NCED LIKE
“EYE," 8UT




you
PRONOLINCE
&Hy
AS "AH-EE"

8uT
DON'T

RUN THE
VOWELS

TOGETHER!
LIKE
PIRATES-
AYE!

THAT'S 600D,
AND 600D 1S

WHICH 1S
PRONOUNCED LIKE
EE" ONLY LONGER,

THE WORD
MEANING "TO MEET"

THAT'S

RIGHT. S ls\
PRONOLINCED
LIKE "OOH",
AND 15
TRANS-
LITERATED




WITH THAT

VOWEL %,
PRONOLUNCED
"EH' AND
ROMANIZED

AS "E,“ T CAN
MAKE A NEW |

"ON TOP," IT'S
PRONOUNCED
OO-EH, AND
ROMANIZED
As IIuE.II

/ oonr

"EH,"

-SAN!
GET TO

WHAT
00 you
MEAN "NO"?
5% DOES

MEAN"ABOVE."

GIVE ME
NAKAMURA

ALSO MEAN
‘up” OR "ABOVE."
DEPENDING
ON HOW IT'S
USED.

I MEAN
THAT WE
CAN NOW
MAKE THE
JAPANESE
WORD FOR

LWz dIed
MEANS

NO,

IINO'II

IINO.II




THERE'S WRITING
PRACTICE...



OuR LAST
ENTRY IN THE
"K" COLUMN IS C,
PRONOLINCED
"KO." THE WORD
— MEANS

THE C
IS LOOKING

ORrR C LY «kOD
IN THE
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A PRUSURSEE

ADDING
THIS MARK
TO LETTERS

HARD "&"
SOLUND.

WAIT/!
I CAN GIVE

- yOU FIVE
M-, YOU
CHANGE THE MORE
"K" SOUND SYLLABLES,
TO A ABSOLUTELY

FREE/

75\—)7f)§

"KA" CHANGES TO "6A",
PRONOUNCED "GAH!"

"KI" CHANGES TO "el",
PRONOLUNCED
AS IN "GEEK"

"KU" CHANGES TO "6U",
PRONOUNCED AS IN
"GOO"

[+ (F

_ =

Q>

—

;

"KE" CHANGES TO "6E",
PRONOLUNCED AS IN
IleETII

AND "KO" CHANGES
TO "e0".
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THAT

USE OuR
SEMI-

NEW llell

SYLLABLES:

BT

A M| (8

r

AND & < wiew

MEANS APPLIANCE.
LIKE THIS WASHING
MACHINE.

THE WORD

FOR "SCIENCE" 1S

Mt waeakw).

OR PLAY
15 (&




..AND INFORMATION
ABOUT JAPANESE
CULTURE



DAKUTEN

»

CHANGES THE
PRONLINCIATION

10 12 oM

THE
FIRST
LETTER
IN THIS
SET OF

SYLLABLES

MY NAME,

==L

(TADASHID

LETS YOU
SPELL
THE MOST
IMPORTANT
WORD IN
JAPANESE:

AND, TO
DISCUSS IT,
WE NEED
A LETTER
THAT'S DESPITE
LITERALLY HIS
OFF THE BATTLE-
GRID. SHIP SIZED
N g€c0,1=1FL
DOES
8RING UP
AN INTER-
ESTING

THIS “SYLLABLE”
ONLY HAS A
CONSONANT
SOUND- “N”

WITHOUT A
VOWEL




IN JAPAN,
THE CUSTOM

FAMILY NAME
FIRST, THEN
YOUR GIVEN

IS TO USE YOUR

TEE;
ALz

CORNER,

[ vapanese Names |

SO I'D CALL

CALLING HIM "MR,
NAKAMURA."

HIM NAKAMURAE A),
NOT f=7Z L. IT'S LIKE

WHEN I
TALK TO
FRIENDS,
I USE THEIR
FAMILY
NAME
FOLLOWED

WHEN WE
ADDRESS A TEACHER
OR PROFESSOR, WE
ALWAYS USE THE FAMILY
NAME, FOLLOWED 8Y

ALY, 5O THE
PROFESSOR IS

WTFHEBAEL,

1 ZUMI SEN SE I
WFHEAEN

<
coecec

BUT THAT
DOESN’'T MEAN
WE DON'T LIKE
EACH OTHER RIGHT,
SHIMADA S AP

RIGHT.
AND ONLY
REALLY 600D
FRIENDS WILL
USE FAMILY
NAMES
WITHOUT

SAh.




YOU'LL LEARN HOW
TO 8UILD BASIC
SENTENCES...



AND NOW,
A VERY
IMPORTANT
WORD:
"TO ge"

BESIDES

<7, JAPANESE 10 @
HAS TWO OTHER OVER
WORDS FOR "TO BE" | uee

IN THE SENSE OF
"TO BE LOCATED
SOMEWHERE."

RI
HYFET IS USED FOR
NON-LIVING THINES.

W7 IS USED
FOR LIVING THINGS.

LIVING!




NE KO

NU NE
W& &
DOG AND CAT

—

THE

NU NI

\ NE PARTICLE (=
HT :L l\:&i?%f,ho ) MEANS "AT",
THE DOG 1S o ‘E~ Lc‘fjo 50:
OVER THERE.




NE NI

hEXE 2212 BYET.

THE PAJAMAS
ARE HERE.

NOW
LET'S
HAVE A
NON-LIVING
NOUN TO
USE WITH

LY HYFET,

THERE IS
(SOMED SUSHI,

YOU CAN
ALSO USE
HYFT
TO MEAN
"THERE IS"
OoRr
"THERE ARE."

OM NOMm

FTLABHY FEA

THERE ISN'T
CANY) SUSHI.

NOM

O

THE
SUFFIX
—F7 15
USED FOR
POSITIVE
SENTENCES;

—FHA IS
USED FOR
NEGATIVE
SENTENCES.




..AND LEARN COMMON
JAPANESE PHRASES



&0O0D DAY. 600D MORNING. (USE UNTIL NOOND
(NOON TO 5 PM)

600D EVENING.,
CAFTER S PMD

AND CABAR) "
PRONOLINCE - @’ CAIFAIE
v :“A '\ v k

Py

600D NIGHT,




